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           February 9, 2016 
 
Mr. Eric D. Shaw 
Director, Office of Planning  
1100 Fourth Street, S.W., Suite 650 East 
Washington, DC 20024  
 
Dear Mr. Shaw, 
 
I am writing on behalf of the Waterfront Gateway Neighborhood Association (WGNA), an affiliation of eight Home Owners 
Associations in the Southwest Waterfront compromising nearly 900 households.  
 
As you may recall, WGNA strongly supported the Southwest Neighborhood Plan, and, in particular, the Plan’s decision not 
to recommend a land use designation change for the site at 501 I Street, S.W., on which Erkiletian Development and the 
Shakespeare Theatre Company (STC) proposed the construction of a large apartment building.  
 
I am writing you again because, despite the Southwest Neighborhood Plan’s recommendation and the community’s 
continuing and broad-based opposition, STC has nevertheless now circulated a formal notice of intention to file for a 
zoning change and a Planned Unit Development for a large apartment building on the site.  
 
WGNA’s position on the development of this site is longstanding. It was first set out in 2012, well before STC and Erkiletian 
made their initial proposal. It was reiterated strongly in letters to all City Council members in the weeks before the 
Adoption of the Southwest Neighborhood Plan (copy of letter attached). Our position remains unchanged and parallels 
the language included in the Southwest Neighborhood Plan: “the Theatre and their development partner [should] address 
community concerns” and “continue the dialogue with the Southwest community through the upcoming Comprehensive 
Plan Amendment Process.”  
 
We hope we can count on the District Office of Planning to continue to support the specific language of the Southwest 
Neighborhood Plan and to recommend strongly against a zoning change or a set down hearing for the proposed STC 
project. 
 
Thank you for your attention. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Bob Craycraft 
Executive Director 
 
cc: Jennifer Steingasser, Melissa Bird, Andy Litsky, Marjorie Lightman 
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