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July 8, 2015 
 
Councilmember Charles Allen 
Council of the District of Columbia 
Via e-mail to callen@dccouncil.us 
 
Dear Charles: 
 
I am writing on behalf of the Waterfront Gateway Neighborhood Association (WGNA), an affiliation of 
eight Home Owners Association in the Southwest Waterfront compromising some 900 households. 
 
We understand that Council expects to vote July 14 on the Southwest Neighborhood Plan.  Having 
polled the WGNA Board, we urge you on behalf of WGNA to approve the Plan without any 
modifications that cater to special interests or undercut the unique character of our neighborhoods.  
While aspects of the Plan might be improved, it has already been more than two years in the making 
and, as a whole, sets out guiding principles and detailed recommendations that will help preserve and 
enhance our small quadrant. 
 
In particular, WGNA strongly supports the Plan’s decision not to recommend a land use designation 
change for the site on with Erkiletian Development and the Shakespeare Theatre Company (STC) 
have proposed the construction of a large apartment building.  The site in question is the last building 
lot in Southwest zoned for single family homes, providing the opportunity for desperately needed 3- 
and 4-bedroom homes for growing families.   
 
WGNA supports the Department of Planning’s judgment on the need for “the Theatre and their 
development partner to address community concerns” and that “the Theatre is encouraged to continue 
the dialogue with the Southwest community through the upcoming Comprehensive Plan Amendment 
Process.”  Our position on the site dates to December 2012, when it was made publicly available on 
our website (www.dcwaterfrontgateway.org), and predates the Erkiletian/STC proposal by several 
years. 
 
We hope you will vote to approve the Southwest Neighborhood Plan, while preserving the specific 
language cited above. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 

 
Robert (Bob) Craycraft 
Executive Director 
Waterfront Gateway Neighborhood Association 
607 Sixth Place, S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20024-2433 
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